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OPERATIONS 

 
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

CP 200434: Country 

Programme Nicaragua 

Apr 2013 - 

Mar 2018 
413,000 

33,114,411 20,389,837 
62%                                     

1,928,392  

Canada; 

Switzerland; 

Nicaragua 

Private Donors; 

Australia 

Regional PRRO 200490: 

Restoring Food Security and 

Livelihoods for Vulnerable 
Groups Affected by 

Recurrent Shocks in El 

Salvador, Guatemala, 

Honduras and Nicaragua 

(Nicaragua project part) 

Jan 2014 – 

Dec 2016 

78,875 

(yearly 

average)  

11,412,360 4,021,584 35%** 

                                    

3,741,883  

 

U.S.A.; 

Multilateral; 

UN CERF; 

Canada; 

Eur. Commission 

*July-December, **Total funded across the region: 50% 

 

Summary of WFP assistance 

In Nicaragua, WFP provides pre-school and primary school children with warm nutritious food through the school meals 
programme, and nutritional support to children aged 6-36 months, and pregnant women and nursing mothers under the 
Mother and Child Health activity. Depending on donor support, WFP will enhance the resilience of poor rural households 
by providing family food rations to participants of asset creation and training activities, and will provide family rations to 
support ART (Anti-Retroviral Treatment) adherence among food insecure people living with HIV. Through Purchase for 
Progress, WFP supports sustainable development and raises smallholder incomes by developing agricultural production 
capacity and quality and connecting farmers to local markets and WFP food procurement. WFP seeks to increase the 
number of women in leadership positions in farmer organisations, school feeding committees and Food for Assets/Training 
activities.  

The Country Programme (CP) activities are implemented in 22 extremely and highly food insecure municipalities with 
vulnerable populations in the departments of Jinotega, Nueva Segovia, Madriz, Matagalpa and the North Autonomous 
Caribbean Region (RAACN). The Programme is in line with the 2013–2017 UNDAF and contributes to WFP Strategic 
Objectives as well as to Millennium Development Goals 1–7. 

The Regional Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation aims to assist the most vulnerable communities affected by 
recurrent shocks and events related to climate change. WFP provides technical assistance to the National System for 
Disaster Prevention, Mitigation and Response (SINAPRED) to enhance its preparedness and response capacities and 
supports government efforts to respond to disasters. 

WFP’s four field offices are strategically located in the north, east and the northern Atlantic regions to guarantee optimal 
field presence and monitoring. 

WFP Nicaragua focuses on strengthening the Government’s Zero Hunger 
programme and national emergency preparedness and response capacity. 
All activities include a strong capacity development component to enable 
the Government to break the inter-generational cycle of undernutrition and 
hunger. 
  

WFP prepositions contingency stocks to support government efforts to assist 
food insecure people affected by recurrent shocks in a timely and effective 
manner.  

WFP addresses chronic malnutrition in line with the 1,000 Days movement; 
supports access to education through school meals; strengthens household 
and community resilience; supports food insecure people with HIV and their 
families; and promotes local purchases from smallholder farmer 
organisations.  

WFP plans to assist 231,400 people in 2015 and has been present in 

Nicaragua since 1971. 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/nicaragua/
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP's main cooperating partner is the Government of Nicaragua, including the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education 
and the Nicaraguan Institute of Agricultural Technology (INTA). The Ministry of Health provides medical services, follow-
up to growth charts for young children and collaborates with WFP in the implementation of the Mother and Child Health 
Programme. The Ministry of Education is responsible for the implementation of activities and coordination of stakeholders 
supporting the school meals programme. In order to improve the implementation of activities, there is a continuous 
exchange of experiences and best practices between WFP and NGOs working with the Government in school feeding 
activities.  
 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Nicaragua is one of the poorest countries in Latin America, 

with a gross national income per capita at USD 1,790 (World 

Bank, 2013). 42 percent of the population lives below the 

poverty line, and 15 percent live in extreme poverty. 

Poverty levels are highest in rural areas, particularly the 

North Atlantic Autonomous Region, mostly amongst 

indigenous communities, where 37 percent of the 

population live in extreme poverty (National Demographic 

Survey, 2009). In indigenous areas, 40 percent of children 

do not attend primary school, and, according to the Ministry 

of Education, the average length of schooling is only three 

years. WFP targeted areas include the dry corridor, where 

chronic malnutrition affects 17 percent of children under 5. 

This figure reaches 29.5 percent in Madriz and 27.7 percent 

in Nueva Segovia (ENDESA 2011/2012).  

 

Nicaragua is also vulnerable to recurrent natural disasters 

that impede progress in addressing poverty and food 

insecurity. It is ranked 3rd in the Long-Term World Climate 

Risk Index considering specific indicators for the 10 

countries most affected in 1992 to 2011. Food insecurity in 

Nicaragua is closely related to poverty, recurring natural 

disasters and effects of climate change. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 Health centres reported an increased attendance of 
mothers and children to pre- and post-natal care 

and child growth monitoring. The Ministry of Health 
provided counselling and nutrition, hygiene and 
health education to pregnant women and nursing 
mothers. WFP complemented these activities by 
supporting 4,807 children aged 6-36 months and 
2,105 pregnant women and nursing mothers with 
fortified Super Cereal and vegetable oil.  

 A budget revision was approved for the CP to 
increase the planned number of targeted 
schoolchildren in the North Caribbean Autonomous 
Region (RACN) by 14,000. The increase in 
enrolment rates can be attributed to the provision 
of school meals and changes in government policy, 
including the elimination of exam costs, school 
maintenance and other fees, and school uniforms 
that presented a major financial burden on parents 
at the start of the school year. The overall CP 
budget increased by USD 3.7 million, including USD 
87,500 to support school garden activities.  

 WFP reached 156,906 pre and primary 
schoolchildren in Jinotega and RACN with rations of 
cereals, beans, vegetable oil, Super Cereal and 
dates. All the maize and beans distributed under the 
school meal programme was locally purchased from 
smallholder farmers.  

 WFP and the Nicaraguan Institute of Agricultural 
Technology began designing a pilot programme for 
the use of bio-enriched beans and rice seeds. In 
total, 22.5 hectares of land were planted with the 
participation of 65 small farmers.  

 While farmers are still suffering the consequences of the 
2014 drought, continued rainfall deficits and a heat wave 

were recorded during the 2015 planting season as a result 
of the El Niño phenomenon. According to the Government, 
the irregular and lower rainfall levels will not affect the 
overall food security and, therefore, it has not requested 
WFP assistance. WFP is monitoring the situation and will 
advocate with national authorities for a joint emergency 
food security assessment.  

 Funding constraints will hinder WFP’s ability to respond to 
a drought situation if required. WFP food stocks are nearing 
depletion: USD 500,000 is required to remain operational 
in 2016. 

 Due to a shift in national strategies and priorities, the 
Government no longer supports conditional food transfers 
through asset creation and training activities. As a result, 
a component of the CP has been discontinued. Instead, the 
Government has requested technical assistance and 
delivery of non-food items for creation of community 
assets. Discussions are ongoing to align WFP's strategy 
with government priorities and programmes. 

 While WFP has secured funding to purchase maize and 
beans from smallholder farmers, the school meals 
programme lacks resources to purchase other commodities 
of the food basket. An estimated USD 1 million is required 
for the next 6 months.  

http://www.wfp.org/countries/nicaragua/

